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Vastgoed)

Functies 70.091 m? Periode
Locatie residential 1990 - 1999
Valkenburgerstraat,
Rapenburgstraat Oplevering
Amsterdam 1999
Netherlands

beeld: luuk kramer

Markenhoven,
Amsterdam

The development on the so-called VaRa strip is
the long-awaited outcome of the process of
urban core formation in the eastern part of
Amsterdam's inner city, and of the resistance it
encountered. This was a process that got
underway back in the 19th century but only
really gained explicit shape after the war with
the wholesale demolition of housing to lay out
the 1) Tunnel. Just how this strip of wasteland
was to be redeveloped was a bone of
contention for many years. It was only during
the 1980s that the council proved willing to
hear the local side of the story. Those living
round about wanted to see a new residential
area with small-scale businesses built on the
empty expanse left by demolishing the entire
area between Valkenburgerstraat (Va) and
Rapenburgerstraat (Ra) and filling in the waters
of Markengracht.

The brief was to accommodate the frontages on
the hectic thoroughfare of Valkenburgerstraat
and tranquil Rapenburgerstraat in one block.
This is where the local authority's Housing Atlas
came to their assistance, with its wide range of
new housing types geared to present-day
lifestyles. In 1991 a workshop of guest
architects led by Hans van Beek ultimately
produced a series of repetitive units or
'stempels' offering dozens of domestic floor

Pim K+ther, Ton Salman, Anke Zeistra and
Marianne van de Waals). Putting these ideas
into practice, however, was a long and
laborious process as the council was
continually modifying urban and transport
plans for the area. In was only in 1999 that the
residents were able to move in.

The frontage on Valkenburgerstraat has the air
of a metropolitan boulevard. That on
Rapenburgerstraat by contrast has great poise
and restraint. The long block is interrupted by a
pair of small semi-public plazas adorned with
clinker brick patterns designed by Sol Lewitt.
Regrettably, the three magical inner courtyards
with their compositions of water and planting
are not for the eyes of passers-by.
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